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Vision: Safer, Healthier 
Workers

NIOSH Staff: ~ 1,200

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH) 
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At every disaster, chemical 
release, infectious disease outbreak, 
radiological or terrorist event . . . 

There are workers who are at                                                                         
potential risk.

Why Include Occupational Safety and Health in an 
Emergency?
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ÅDepending on the type of emergency, different workers will be 
affected
ïHealthcare workers

ïTransportation workers

ïClean-up workers

ïUtility workers

ïAnimal care workers

ïConstruction workers

ï!ƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΧΦΦ

Needs of All Response and Recovery Workers 
Require Attention
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ÁProvides federal support to federal, state, tribal, and local response and 
recovery organizations in assuring worker safety and health during incidents 
requiring a coordinated federal response

ÁLed by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

ÁSupporting agencies:
ïNIOSH, ATSDR, NIEHS, DOD/USACE, Coast Guard,      

FEMA, DOE, and EPA

Worker Safety and Health Support Annex
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Incident 
Commander

Operations Logistics Planning
Administration/

Finance

Command Staff

Safety Officer

ÅAssures personnel safety and monitors hazardous and unsafe 
situations 

ÅPrepares a site-specific safety and health plan

ICS Key to a Safe Response Is the Safety Officer
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ÅStress

ÅPhysical

ÅBiological

ÅChemical

ÅThermal

ÅRadiation

ÅViolence

Potential Hazards 
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ÅExperience range of stressors during a response

ÅImmediate or delayed response

ÅSymptoms:

ïPhysical (fatigue, nausea, headache)

ïCognitive (confusion, poor concentration)

ïEmotional (anxiety, guilt, depression)

ïBehavioral (intense anger, withdrawal)

Stress
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ÅPace yourself.

ÅTake frequent rest breaks.

ÅWatch out for each other. 

ÅDo something you enjoy.

ÅRest, sleep, eat, and be active.

Emotional Well-Being and Resiliency
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ÅOnly walk on surfaces you know are stable.

ÅWatch for sharp edges and points. 

ÅWear protective equipment (e.g., safety 
shoes with slip-resistant soles, hard 
hat, and leather gloves). 

ÅBeware of trench collapses and cave-ins.

Debris Piles/Unstable Surfaces
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ÅDo not enter questionable 
structures until they are 
evaluated and rendered safe.

ÅConduct all necessary 
activities from outside 
damaged structures.

ÅEnsure structures are 
evaluated by a competent 
person.                    

Structural Integrity


