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National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH)
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Why Include Occupational Safety and Health in an
Emergency?

At every disaster, chemical
release infectious disease outbreak,
radiologicalor terrorist event . . .

There are workers who are at
potential risk.
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Needs ofAll ResponsandRecoveryorkers
Require Attention

A Depending on the type of emergency, different workers will be
affected
I Healthcare workers
I Transportation workers
I Cleanup workers
I Utility workers
I Animal care workers
I Construction workers N SR T
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Worker Safety and Health Support Annex

A Providedederal support to federal, state, tribal, and local response and
recovery organizations in assuring worker safety and health during incident
requiring a coordinated federal response

A Led by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
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A Supporting agencies:

I NIOSH, ATSDR, NIEHS, DOD/USACE, Coast Guard,
FEMA, DOE, and EPA
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Recovery Core Mission Areas

Public Health Healthcare Behavioral

Services Health
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ICS Key to a Safe Response IStfety Officer

A Assures personnel safety and monitors hazardous and unsafe
situations

A Prepares a sitspecific safety and health plan
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Potential Hazards

Stress
Physical
Biological
Chemical
Thermal
Radiation
Violence
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Stress

AExperience range of stressors during a response
Almmediate or delayedesponse

A Symptoms:
I Physical (fatigue, nausea, headache)
I Cognitive (confusion, poor concentration)
I Emotional (anxiety, guilt, depression)
I Behavioral (intense anger, withdrawal)




EmotionalWell-Beingand Resiliency

APace yourself.

ATake frequent resbreaks.
AWatch out for eaclother.
ADo something yoenjoy.
ARest, sleep, eat, and laetive.




Debris Piles/Unstable Surfaces

A Only walk on surfaces you know are stable.
A Watch for sharp edges and points.
A Wear protective equipment (e.g., safety

shoes with sligresistant soles, hard
hat, and leather gloves).

A Beware of trench collapses and c&we
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Structural Integrity

A Do not enter questionable
structures until they are
evaluated and rendered safe.

A Conduct all necessary
activities from outside
damaged structures.

A Ensure structures are
evaluated by a competent
person.




