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RISK ASSESSMENT 

Endemic Countries 

GPEI Global Milestone: By the end-2011, cessation of all polio transmission in at least two of the four 
endemic countries (validated when ≥12 months without a case genetically linked to an indigenous virus): 

Assessment: at risk for completion 

• India: on track 

• Afghanistan, Nigeria, and Pakistan: at risk for completion 

AFGHANISTAN 

 

Afghanistan has at a high risk of failure to detect and interrupt WPV transmission by the end of 2012. Onset 
of the latest WPV3 case was 11 April 2010 following predominant use of bivalent oral poliovirus vaccine 
(bOPV) in SIAs since December 2009. Only one case of circulating vaccine derived poliovirus (cVDPV) type 2 
was confirmed in 2011. WPV1 transmission increased in 2011 relative to 2010, not only in the conflict-
affected Southern Region but also in other areas of the country that have not had cases in recent years. In 
2011 as of the time of this report, 76 WPV1 cases have been confirmed in Afghanistan; in 2010 25 cases 
(17 WPV1 and 8 WPV3) were confirmed. Because impediments to access continue in some border areas and 
in the conflict-affected Southern Region, immunization performance remains weak. Although the sub-national 
non-polio AFP (NPAFP) detection indicator is meeting the target in all states and the specimen collection is 
within acceptable limits, surveillance performance is assessed to be intermediate because of virologic 
evidence of some missed chains of transmission. WPV1 cases 
represent sustained independent transmission of lineages 
unique to Afghanistan, and cross-border transmission with 
Pakistan continues. The risk of failure for Afghanistan remains 
interrelated with that for Pakistan.  

 

 

  

12-month immunization 

indicator*

% missed children in SIAs POL3 0-dose  NPAFPR >= 2** Adeq. Stools >= 80%**

Weak 66 4.3 Weak 100 100 Some Intermediate

**  based on the upper 90% confidence limit

* 12-month immunization indicator:  Based upon Afghanistan’s 2011 MPI for immunization but using available data from SIAs 

conducted during the previous 12 months (1 Jan 2011 – 31 Dec 2011).  Additional details in the 4th Quarter 2011 Progress Report of 

the GPEI Process Indicators for 2011 and the Methods Supplement.

Immunization Surveillance

National Immunization 

Performance

Percent of states / provinces with: 
Virology

Surveillance 

Performance

end-2010
<10% missed children during at least 4 SIAs in each of the 13 conflict-affected districts with persistent 

transmission in the Southern region

end-2011
<10% missed children during at least 6 SIAs in each of the 13 conflict-affected districts with persistent 

transmission in the Southern region

GPEI 

MPI
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Afghanistan and Pakistan: WPV and cVDPV cases, onset during 1 January – 31 December 2011 and United 
Nations Security Levels.  
 

  
 
 
The Afghanistan / Pakistan map above raises important issues: 

• The map highlights the association between extreme/high levels of security threat and transmission of 
poliovirus 

• Throughout 2011, the largest number of cases has been along the border between the two countries 

• Within the last 6 months:  
o cases are more widespread in both countries and are no longer as clustered along the border 

as during the prior 6-month period; 
o cases are increasingly being identified in areas, such as Punjab, with lower levels of security 

threat; and 
o unlike during the first half of 2011, there have been cases near Afghanistan’s northern border, 

raising the risk of exportation to the neighboring countries of Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and 
Tajikistan. 

 
  


